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WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE – 25TH SEPTEMBER 2017  
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR PUBLIC PROTECTION, PLANNING AND GOVERNANCE 

ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITTING 

1 Executive Summary 

1.1 This report updates members on the work that has been carried out by the Public 
Health and Protection Team in relation to the Environmental Permitting of 
relevant installations within Welwyn Hatfield.  

1.2 Local authorities must regulate certain premises and activities for example 
vehicle spraying, petrol stations and dry cleaners. The Environmental Permitting 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2016 provides the legal framework for the work 
detailed in this report 

1.3 The interventions carried out by the team ensure that pollution from these 
establishments is reduce or eliminated and ultimately helps improve air quality. 

2 Recommendation(s) 

2.1 It is asked that the committee: 

a) note the actions taken by the team and 

b) note the future programme of work  

3 Explanation 

3.1 The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 provides 
the statutory framework which details the requirements of Local Authorities in 
respect of controlling emissions to air and in some cases the ground. As such, 
local authorities must regulate certain premises and businesses which operate 
these premises must have a permit. 

3.2 In the legislation, premises are referred to as "installations" and Local authorities 
can only deal with air pollution from 'Part B' installations. Many other 
establishments are referred to as 'Part A2' installations and these usually fall 
under the jurisdiction of the Environment Agency. 

3.3 It is for the Local authority to decide whether to give a permit. If they do so, they 
must assess how the pollution is to be minimised. 

3.4 All businesses which operate specified premises must have a permit and are 
subject to routine inspections.  

3.5 Certain information about permits must be put on a register and aspects of this 
will be available to the public. 
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Current situation 

3.6 Within Welwyn Hatfield we currently have 25 premises which require permits and 
this includes activities such as the re spraying of road vehicles, dry cleaning, 
cement batching, mobile crushing and screening, wood treatment and the 
unloading of petrol at petrol stations.   

3.7 The public register and Environmental Permitting information regarding these 
premises are available to view on the Council’s website and further documents 
will be added once permits have been reviewed.  

3.8 All Environmental Permitting inspections of known installations are planned to be 
completed by end of September 2017. Once completed, permits will not need to 
be reviewed again for another 8 years, unless there is a change in the operation 
of the business, guidance, legislation or technology. 

3.9 The next challenge for the team will be to identify any “unknown installations” that 
may exist across the borough and assess whether they require permitting. 

Implications 

4 Legal Implication(s) 

4.1 There are legal implications if work is not undertaken in line with the 
Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016.  

4.2 Schedules 5-8 cover many of the procedures. For example, Schedule 7 (for LA-
IPPC installations) and Schedule 8 (for LAPPC installations) impose a legal 
requirement on local authorities to exercise their permit functions to comply with 
specified articles in the IPPC Directive. 

4.3 Schedule 5 of the EP Regulations applies to all installations and deals with 
matters concerning refusal of applications in specified circumstances, surrender 
applications, the periodic review of permits, and periodic inspection of 
installations. 

5 Financial Implication(s) 

5.1 The fees are set centrally by the Department for Environment, Food & Rural 
Affairs (Defra). Local Authorities can have some impact on the level of fees 
through the risk assessment criteria in how businesses are operating under their 
permit.  

5.2 Funding for standard environmental permitting work is on a cost recovery basis, 
covered by the subsistence charge payable by companies operating under an 
environmental permit.  

6 Risk Management Implications 

6.1 The risks related to this proposal are: 

6.2 This permitting regime helps to reduce the emissions to air and the ground from 
certain industrial processes and substances. If this work is not carried out, 
complaints due to odour may be received by the Council and may result in 
increased levels of pollution across the borough. 
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6.3 Failure to meet the Council’s responsibilities in The Environmental Permitting 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2016 can lead to a poor reputation for the 
Council if this has led to pollution or complaints. 

6.4 DEFRA has strategic oversight to ensure that the pollution control function is 
meeting its environmental objectives. It can ensure this using its legal powers of 
intervention, but it has not proved necessary, with regard to pollution control to 
date. It is possible that DEFRA could, if necessary take over the Environmental 
Permitting work of a Local Authority, which would again impact on the Council’s 
reputation or result in fines. 

7 Security & Terrorism Implication(s) 

7.1 There are no known security or terrorism implications associated with this work 

8 Procurement Implication(s) 

8.1 Some of our installations are complex and as such we may consider seeking 
expert advice from a specialist inspector. Necessary procurement rules will be 
followed for this appointment.   

8.2 Environmental Permitting work is carried out on a cost recovery basis and as 
such the costs of a specialist inspector will be covered by these fees.  

9 Climate Change Implication(s) 

9.1 The work required under the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) 
2016 controls emissions to air of Volatile Organic Compounds and other 
substances, thereby reducing pollution. 

10 Link to Corporate Priorities 

10.1 The subject of this report is linked to the Council’s Corporate Priority  
‘protect and enhance the environment’, and is linked to a statutory requirement, 
under the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016. 

11 Equality and Diversity 

11.1 An Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) has not been carried out in connection with 
the proposals that are set out in this report as this is an update on work and not a 
change to policy or procedure. 
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